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ABOUT THE SPOTLIGHT AWARDS PROGRAM

The Spotlight Awards program is an arts education initiative of the Tennessee Performing Arts Center which
celebrates, supports, and grows the artistry and diverse community of high school theatre programs in Tennessee
while developing confidence, creativity, empathy, and collaboration among schools. The Spotlight Awards strives to
embody a spirit of camaraderie, diversity and inclusion, celebration for the arts, and a growth mindset.

Program Goals

e To grow and develop artists, theatre audiences, and arts advocates in Tennessee by building a diverse high
school theatre community

e To strengthen our community by instilling values of diversity and inclusion, artistic excellence, creativity, a
growth mindset, and collaboration in our participants

e To provide high quality, diverse educational experiences in dance, theatre, and music for students, directors,
and school arts programs

e To celebrate, support, grow, and advocate for high school theatre education by recognizing excellence in
area high school theatre productions

e To engage community members, schools, and families in an inclusive celebration of theatre

Thank you to our sponsors Nissan North America — Official Education Partner, Vanderbilt University, Piedmont Natural
Gas, and KraftCPAs.

Special thanks to our Founding Sponsor, Lipscomb University’s College of Entertainment and the Arts.

The Spotlight Awards program is Nashville’s regional awards program affiliated with The National High School
Musical Theatre Awards® (the Jimmy Awards®), presented by the Broadway League Foundation. The Jimmy Awards®
are a national celebration of outstanding student achievement, recognizing individual artistry in vocal, dance, and
acting performance and elevating the importance of theatre arts education in schools. For more information on the
Jimmy Awards, visit www.jimmyawards.com.



http://www.jimmyawards.com/
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SPOTLIGHT AWARDS PROGRAM VALUES

Community

The Spotlight Community is a loving and safe place to learn about yourself and the arts industry we all love.
We invite you to attend workshops, interact with us digitally, and find ways to engage with our community
— it was created for you.

We know that the lure of competition may be hard to ignore, but the Spotlight Awards is designed to be
celebratory rather than competitive in nature, and the awards are only a fraction of the program. We are
an Awards Ceremony 1 day of the year, but we are an Education and Community program every day of the
year focused on goals such as encouraging collaboration and creativity, strengthening our community,
championing diversity and inclusion, celebrating and supporting arts education and achievements, and
developing a growth mindset.

Growth

Participating schools challenge themselves to continually grow and create the best work in their unique
circumstances. So celebrate your achievements, and the achievements of others, and find ways to
continually learn and grow along the way. Work hard, push yourself, challenge yourself, take a step out of
your comfort zone - it’s in these moments that growth happens.

Inclusion

Our wish for each of our participants is that they see the light in this world, in themselves, and in others.
Everyone is unique and special, and it’s those unique qualities in each of us that make the world so
beautiful. Be the best possible version of yourself, and choose to find the good in everyone around you and
to celebrate with them.

Creative Excellence

The Spotlight Awards readily recognizes that artistic excellence provides new insights of the world around
us, leading us to question and appreciate what we have never experienced. Excellence in the arts occurs
when an experience dffects and changes us in novel ways, providing both fresh and relevant perspectives.
We celebrate the creativity and outstanding work happening in our high school arts programs.
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SPOTLIGHT AWARDS PROGRAM COMPONENTS

Learning Opportunities and Community Building

We feel that bringing participants together for community events will strengthen everything about our program,
the community, and the arts in Tennessee.

All participants, regardless of their participation track, receive access to learning and community building
opportunities offered throughout the year. Learning opportunities are designed to help students and directors hone
their skills and advance their understanding of the craft. One of the goals of the Spotlight Awards program is to
strengthen our community by instilling values of diversity and inclusion, artistic excellence, creativity, a growth
mindset, and collaboration in our participants.

We separate our events into 2 main categories:

Community Events — These events allow participants to not only learn about the theatre industry, but also to
interact with fellow arts-loving people from other schools. Throughout the year, the Spotlight Awards
program presents events such as master classes, invited dress rehearsals or other events designed to bring
different schools together.

In-School Events — This may include a classroom workshop, rehearsal visit, invited audition panelist, hosting
an event in your space or virtual Q&A in your class from TPAC staff. These events allow Spotlight
administration to interact directly with teachers and students.

Professional Review

Students in all participation levels may request professional review for video auditions at any time during the
year. To do this, students should contact Spotlight Administration at education@tpac.org for instructions on
submitting their videos. Reviews will be based on the Audition Rubric found on the Spotlight website.

Recognition opportunities and Scholarships are provided in all participation tracks.

Rising Star Scholarships will be awarded to students in 9" grade based on video audition submissions.

Arts Leadership Scholarships will be awarded to graduating seniors who exhibit the highest level of
excellence in their craft and embody the leadership skills in their school and community (based on student
submissions and teacher recommendation).

Student Designers’ work will be presented at the annual Design Symposium in March 2025.


mailto:education@tpac.org
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ANNUAL LEARNING AND COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES

Director Peer Review

The Director Peer Review program is a pathway for schools to invite another school’s director to attend a rehearsal
and give feedback. Visiting directors serve as another set of eyes to affirm what is working, make suggestions for
improvement, etc. Requests for a peer review, scheduling and other details will be worked out between the
participating directors and not through the Spotlight Awards administration.

School Ticket Exchange

The ticket exchange program encourages students and teachers to see other productions and to lend support to their
peers. Directors who indicate interest in the ticket exchange will receive a list of other participating schools’
production dates and contact information via email. Reservations will be made between schools and not through the
Spotlight Awards administration.

Social Media Account - @SpotlightAwards Instagram page

The Spotlight Awards program encourages all teachers and students to join our community on instagram
(@SpotlightAwards) to get all updates and added events throughout the year. Please like our page, and feel free to
send us any ideas for what content you would like to see included.

Spotlight Society (Student Alumni Association)

Spotlight students are invited to join our Alumni Group after they graduate to continue engaging with our program
and the arts community. Spotlight Society members will enjoy many of the perks of participating schools, including
discounts to performances and invitations to Master Classes. Additionally, special events will be created specifically
for our Alumni during the year as well, including a Reunion event every May.

“Road to the Ceremony” - Community Kickoff Celebration — January 25, 2025

Participating Schools will join us for a celebration to kick off the road to the ceremony! Participants will celebrate the
new year, participate in fun workshops and games, get free headshots, and interact with other schools. Schools
participating in the Adjudication track are required to participate in this event.

Spotlight Awards Ceremony

The Spotlight Awards Ceremony is an inclusive community celebration of arts education that acknowledges
outstanding achievement, growth, and artistry in high school musical theatre and provides an opportunity for
students to share their art with each other. The Spotlight Awards Ceremony will take place May 17, 2025, 7:00-10:00
pm in TPAC's Jackson Hall (505 Deaderick Street, Nashville).

Workshops, Events, and Master Classes (Virtual and/in-person available)

A variety of events are provided every year, including a series of Master Classes, Broadway load-in events, and
themed workshops/community events. We provide a mix of in-person and virtual opportunities. A full calendar of
events will be provided to participants after registration. Additional events may be added during the year, and will
be shared on the @SpotlightAwards Instagram page.
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OVERVIEW OF SCHOLARSHIPS AND PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES

These elements are optional and are open to all participation tracks. Details for each can be found in the following
pages.

Rising Star Scholarships

Several nominations and scholarships will be awarded to students in 9™ grade based on video audition submissions.
The number and type of scholarships provided will vary (may include monetary, and/or free registration to camps
and workshops).

Arts Leadership Scholarships

Several nominations and scholarships will be awarded to graduating seniors planning a career in the arts who exhibit
the highest level of excellence in their craft and embody leadership skills in their school and community. The number
and type of scholarships provided will vary (may include monetary, and/or free registration to camps and
workshops).

Design Symposium Gallery

Student Designers’ work will be presented at the annual Design Symposium in March 2025 at the Tennessee State
University’s Cox/Lewis Theatre. The Design Symposium will be an artistic display of theatrical design (all areas of
theatrical design welcome) renderings as well as images and displays of fully realized creations.

The Design Symposium display will be open for viewing March 28-31, 2025, in the TSU Cox/Lewis Theatre Lobby and
Rotunda.

Encore Ensemble

All schools participating in the Community track will have the opportunity to nominate 1 student to perform in the
Encore Ensemble with Spotlight Alumni during the Spotlight Awards Ceremony. Students in the Encore Ensemble will
be required to attend rehearsals for this performance.

Professional Review

Students in all participation tracks may request professional review for video auditions at any time during the year.
To do this, students should contact Spotlight Administration at education@tpac.org for instructions on submitting
their videos. Written feedback will be provided within a week of video submission and will be based on the Audition
Rubric found on the Spotlight website.



mailto:education@tpac.org

Page 7

REGISTRATION — SCHOOL OR INDIVIDUAL COMMUNITY TRACK

Registration will be open September 16.
Schools and/or individual students can register for the Community Track beginning September 16. Registration for
community participation will be open until January 15.

Applications must include the following information to be considered complete:
e At least one adult contact:
o Forschools - Theatre Director, full-time faculty member at the school. This contact must have access
to phone and email.
o For individual students — In addition to their own contact information, a parent/guardian name,
email address and cell number will need to be provided at registration.

Participation Requirements
Participating in the Community Track for the Spotlight Awards program does not have any direct requirements. Some
events may have required waivers, media releases, or other needs for participation.

Expectations

All participants are expected to respect the Spotlight Awards program, other Spotlight participants, and the Spotlight
Awards goals throughout the year. Participants that do not demonstrate respect for the Spotlight Awards program,
participants, and goals will not be accepted into the program the following year.

Additionally, participants are expected to complete all submissions and requirements of the program and to engage
with the program throughout the year, whether it is through master class attendance or hosting an event at their
school.

Time Commitment

The Spotlight Awards administration knows that many hours of hard work go into preparing a high school musical
theatre production. The program hopes to provide educational tools for growth and visibility for the work being
produced. However, there may be some additional time commitment required for participants along the way.

Publicity

TPAC encourages high schools to announce their participation in the Spotlight Awards in school newspapers,
websites, social media sites, newsletters and other materials produced by the school. Please tag @tennesseepac and
@spotlightawards when posting rehearsal photos, show photos or updates about your production or program.
Media interview or appearance requests regarding the Spotlight Awards Program are required to go through TPAC's
Communications Department. Schools should not speak on behalf of the Spotlight Awards without contacting us first.
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RISING STAR SCHOLARSHIPS

Several nominations and scholarships will be awarded to students in 9" grade based on video audition submissions.
The number and type of scholarships provided will vary (may include monetary, and/or free registration to camps
and workshops).

Deadlines and Announcements

Scholarship Applications will be due by January 15. Scholarship recipients (multiple honorees in each category) will be
announced at the Kickoff Celebration on January 25.

Application Details
Students applying will submit the following materials.
e Online Application
e Media Release (signed by parent/guardian through DocuSign)
e Headshot for the nominee — must be high-res jpg files (8”x10 at 300 DPI)
e Resume for the nominee —one (1) page
e Audition Video Including:
1. Student introduction (Name, School, Grade, selected song tiles/show)
2. 1song from a Broadway musical, Songs should be between 2-2.5 minutes in length each

Submission Guidelines

e  FIRST — Online application needs to be submitted first. (Link to Rising Star Application)

e Upon receipt of the application, parent/guardian will get an email from DocuSign to submit your Media
Release.

e To submit your other items, you will need to title the files PRIOR to uploading to the request link. Please label
all files with RISING STAR - FIRST NAME LAST NAME — [TITLE OF SUBMISSION ITEM / i.e. HEADSHOT or
RESUME]

e Once your files have been titled correctly, use the dropbox link below to upload directly to Spotlight
Administration.

e Submit items by using this request link - https://www.dropbox.com/request/5e4xE19nioDhmjNJaB7i

Audition Rubric
Selections will be based on the Audition Rubric found on the Spotlight website.


https://forms.gle/i5vHnBB5LX1p3obi7
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ARTS LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP

Several nominations and scholarships will be awarded to graduating seniors planning a career in the arts who exhibit
the highest level of excellence in their craft and embody leadership skills in their school and community. The number
and type of scholarships provided will vary (may include monetary, and/or free registration to camps and
workshops).

Deadlines and Announcements

Scholarship Applications will be due by January 15. Scholarship recipients (multiple honorees in each category) will be
announced at the Kickoff Celebration on January 25.

Application Details
Students applying will submit the following materials.

Online Application, including a brief written description of what leadership means to you
Media Release (signed by student or parent/guardian through DocuSign)
Headshot for the nominee — must be high-res jpg files (8”x10 at 300 DPI)
Resume for the nominee — one (1) page
Teacher Recommendation letter
Topic Response Video Including:
o Student introduction (Name, School, Grade)

o Topic Response — Students will submit a 3-5-minute video of themselves responding to the following
concepts: Why is theatre meaningful to you? Why is theatre important in the world today? How do
you hope to bring the arts to others in your life/career?

Submission Guidelines

FIRST — Online application needs to be submitted first. (Link to Arts Leadership Application)

Upon receipt of the application, parent/guardian will get an email from DocuSign to submit your Media
Release.

To submit your other items, you will need to title the files PRIOR to uploading to the request link. Please label
all files with ARTS LEADER - FIRST NAME LAST NAME — [TITLE OF SUBMISSION ITEM / i.e. HEADSHOT or
RESUME]

Once your files have been titled correctly, use the dropbox link below to upload directly to Spotlight
Administration.

Submit items by using this request link - https://www.dropbox.com/request/5e4xE19nioDhmjNJaB7i



https://forms.gle/HRvop3iN3uVJCGBH8
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DESIGN SYMPOSIUM GALLERY

Student Designers’ work will be presented at the annual Design Symposium in March 2025 at the Tennessee State
University’s Cox/Lewis Theatre. The Design Symposium will be an artistic display of theatrical design (all areas of
theatrical design welcome) renderings as well as images and displays of fully realized creations.

The Design Symposium display will be open for viewing March 28-31, 2025, in the TSU Cox/Lewis Theatre Lobby and
Rotunda.

Gallery Display Opening

On the evening of March 28, 2025, TSU’s Theater department and TPAC's Spotlight Awards will host a Symposium
Gallery Opening Reception at 5:00 PM. Student artists will be on site with their creations to share about their creative
process.

Applications to Design Symposium

Interested students will apply online (TSU Design Symposium Application) and provide additional digital support
materials as indicated below. Students that wish to apply will submit at least 1 design rendering (no more than 5)
and/or photos of a constructed item with a 1-page description of each submitted design. Gallery submissions can
include a fully constructed garment and/or design renderings from either a realized or unrealized production.
Applications will be open until January 15. Spotlight Awards Administration and TSU Theatre department will select
participants and notify them as soon as possible.

Symposium Participation Requirements
e Students must arrange transport to TSU’s Performing Arts Building for installation of the gallery, the Gallery
Opening Reception, March 28 from 4:00 PM-7:00 PM, and on March 31, between 3:00-4:00 PM to load-out
gallery contents.
e Students will be required to have a signed media release allowing photos of them, as well as their work,
during the Gallery Opening Reception.

Submission Categories
All submissions require a written description of each design including how it fits into the world of the show.

Design Rendering and Image Displays

e Renderings/images of designs with production photos and other digital information to be printed and
displayed on a flat board surface.

e Participants can submit up to 5 design renderings for consideration with a 1-page description of each design
including how it fits into the world of the show. Design submissions could include design renderings and
production photos of the realized designs, mood boards, models, cue sheets or color swatches.

e Participants are responsible for providing high quality images and printed items.

Constructed Item Displays

e |mages submitted to show the 3D fully constructed item that would be displayed in person in the gallery on
tables or dress forms. Participants are responsible for providing high quality images and renderings to go
with these items.

e Students can submit up to 5 photographs showing fully constructed costumes, props or set models.
Production Photos of the item in use are encouraged.

e These submissions must also include design rendering and 1-page description for each of the constructed
items.



https://forms.gle/wsRAv9cTasSHoVtR8
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ENCORE ENSEMBLE

Students in the Community and Show Review Tracks are invited to perform at the Spotlight Awards Ceremony on
May 17 with Spotlight Alumni in the Encore Ensemble. Students in the Encore Ensemble will learn from a professional
director/choreographer and music director, as well as working with the amazing talent from past Spotlight
participants.

Ensemble Selection
School Community and Show Review Tracks
e Schools participating in the Community and Show Review Tracks can each have 1 student join the Encore
Ensemble.
e Schools must participate in at least 1 Community event during the school year to nominate a student for the
Encore Ensemble.
e Theatre Directors will nominate a student to participate, at their own discretion.
e Although not required, it is encouraged that Seniors are given this opportunity first.

Individual Community participation

e Students that participate on their own (separate from a school) will be eligible to participate in the Encore
Ensemble as well. These students must participate in at least 2 community events during the school year (in-
person or virtual), and must be available for rehearsals.

e Students that are the only participants from their school can submit a teacher nomination letter for
participation.

e Students who participate individually along with other classmates — A Theater Director or Drama Club
sponsor at your school will need to select which student to nominate for participation. Reach out for
clarification and specific guidelines in this situation.

Ceremony Attendance for Encore Ensemble
Students participating in the Encore Ensemble will be given free admission for themselves, as well as 1 additional seat
on hold for purchase.

Rehearsals and Sound Check
Rehearsals and sound checks for Encore Ensemble will be held during the evenings of May 14-16. Students not
available for rehearsals will not be allowed to perform at the Ceremony.
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SPOTLIGHT AWARDS CEREMONY AT TPAC

The Spotlight Awards Ceremony is an inclusive community celebration of arts education that acknowledges
outstanding achievement, growth, and artistry in high school musical theatre and provides an opportunity for
students to share their art with each other.

Time and Place
The Spotlight Awards Ceremony will take place May 17, 2025, 7:00-10:00 pm in TPAC’s Jackson Hall (505 Deaderick
Street, Nashville). Doors will open to the public at 6:30 p.m.

Awards Ceremony Attire
The Spotlight Awards is a red-carpet-style event based on the Tony Awards. The dress for this event is formal.

Ticketing for Community Participants

Awards Ceremony tickets are not provided to the Community or Show Review Track schools. However, individual
students participating in the Encore Ensemble will be given free admission and 1 additional seat on hold for
purchase.

Encore Ensemble Performance

All Community Track participants will have the opportunity to include students in the Encore Ensemble performance
during the Spotlight Awards Ceremony. Students in the Encore Ensemble will be required to attend rehearsals for this
performance.

Rehearsals and Sound Check
All those performing at the awards ceremony are required to attend sound check. Rehearsals and sound checks for
Encore Ensemble will be held during the evenings of May 14-16.

Ticketing for Community and Guests

Tickets are very limited for the Spotlight Awards Ceremony beyond the participating adjudication school attendees.
This event is specifically designed to allow these students and teachers to celebrate and share art with each other,
therefore adjudication school group tickets will be confirmed before opening any other seats. Tickets can be
purchased at www.tpac.org once tickets are on sale in the Spring.


http://www.tpac.org/
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SHOW SELECTION AND CASTING

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

The Spotlight Awards is dedicated to celebrating, uplifting, and honoring the rich diversity of individuals across Tennessee.
We strive to create an inclusive environment where every student, teacher, and adjudicator feels valued, appreciated, and
empowered to express their authentic selves. Through ongoing dialogue and meaningful engagement with all
communities, we are committed to amplifying a wide spectrum of voices, stories, and experiences, ensuring that everyone
is seen, heard, and represented in this program. Our goal is to foster a space where every identity and background is
recognized and celebrated.

Show Choice

We acknowledge the educational value of using the classroom to explore a wide range of stories and experiences that
expand students’ worldviews. At the same time, we encourage schools to thoughtfully reflect on the diversity of their own
communities and audiences when selecting shows and casting performances. With an abundance of musicals to choose
from, directors are encouraged and expected to select works and make casting choices that authentically honor a variety
of cultures, identities, and lived experiences, while ensuring that scripts and direction avoid perpetuating stereotypes or
exclusionary narratives.

Character Representation

When selecting a show, directors should thoughtfully consider the representation of characters in the story and how these
portrayals will impact both students and the audience. It's important to choose shows that avoid objectifying women
through text or costuming. Additionally, it is crucial to select shows that respect all individuals by avoiding objectification
and stereotypes related to race, gender, sexual orientation, culture, identity, disability, or expression. This includes
ensuring that the script and costuming do not perpetuate harmful or limiting portrayals. Directors should also ensure that
all cast members, especially those from historically marginalized groups, are given the opportunity to play fully developed,
authentic characters rather than being confined to one-dimensional or stereotypical roles. This approach fosters inclusivity
and reflects the richness of diverse lived experiences.

Color-Conscious Casting

A theatre that truly reflects the richness and diversity of American culture is one that resonates with everyone. We
encourage the use of color-conscious casting, rather than color-blind casting. To be blind to someone's race, ethnicity, or
identity is to overlook their unique experiences and contributions. Color-conscious casting embraces the differences we
see and experience every day, asking how these differences can deepen and enrich the story being told, while fostering
representation and authenticity on stage. This approach values each person's identity and the powerful perspectives they

bring to their roles.
We want the actors onstage to reflect the

mosaic of the world around us. We want
young people to see people who look like
them onstage and think, ‘Wow, there might
be a job for me, | can do this too.”

- Tara Rubin, founder of Tara Rubin Casting

Cultivating Inclusivity in your Theatre Program

e Invite Diverse Voices: Bring in guests from the community to enrich
your classroom and rehearsal spaces with diverse perspectives. This
allows for a broader representation of experiences and helps create a
more inclusive environment.

e Broad Representation in Your Program: Ensure that diverse
perspectives are reflected not only in the actors on stage but also in your designers and crew. Collaborate with other
faculty members to engage participants from various clubs and subject areas, enriching your theater program with
diverse talents and viewpoints.

e (Create an Inclusive Environment: Foster an inviting and inclusive space in your classroom and theater. When everyone
feels welcomed, valued, and respected, it enhances the growth and success of your program.

e Evaluate Relevance of Character Race: As a director, consider whether the race or identity of characters is central to
the story and consult the script for relevant information. This will guide your casting decisions and ensure thoughtful,
informed choices. Research and understand the issues presented in the show to create a more inclusive and positive
environment.

o Adapt Scripts Thoughtfully: Collaborate with licensing companies to modify any problematic lines or songs in your
script. Many shows offer options for updating outdated or insensitive content. Small adjustments can make a
significant impact in creating a more respectful and inclusive production.
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2024-2025 SPOTLIGHT AWARDS - SAVE THE DATE INFORMATION

Check out some of the upcoming events planned for this school year.
More details will come out for each one along the way.

SEPTEMBER 16-18, 2024
Registration and scholarship applications open for all
tracks. (Show Review/Community track register
through Jan. 15.)

SEPTEMBER 19
Vocal Master Class with Natalie Weiss
https://natalieweissofficial.com/

NOVEMBER 6, 2024, 7:30 PM
Invited Dress Rehearsal for MTSU’s performance of
She Loves Me.

NOVEMBER 11, 4:30-6 PM
Acting Master Class with Ashley Nicole Anderson
*Some will need to have a prepared monologue or
song.

NOVEMBER 12, 2024, 7:30 PM
Invited Dress Rehearsal for Belmont University’s
performance of Twelfth Night.

DECEMBER 10, 5-6:30 PM
Master Class with Laura Michelle Kelly
https://www.lauramichellekelly.net/

DECEMBER 17, 2024
Spotlight SINGS! Support our program and join us for
this fantastic night of Broadway and Winter songs
performed by our talented Spotlight Society Alumni
members.

JANUARY 17-18, 2025
Thespian Conference — Come visit us in our sessions

JANUARY 25, 2025
Spotlight Awards Community Kickoff Event

FEBRUARY 10, 2025
Bloody Valentine Event, hosted by Rockvale High
School

FEBRUARY 12, 2025
Virtual Panel with Spotlight Alumni in the theatre
business and on tour!

FEBRUARY 2025
Master Class TBD

FEBRUARY 26, 2025, 7:30 PM
Invited Dress Rehearsal for MTSU’s Our Town

MARCH 2025
Master Class TBD

MARCH 27-31, 2025
Design Symposium at Tennessee State University
Gallery Opening Reception for designers and guests on
March 28, 5:00 PM.

APRIL 28, 2025
Virtual Master Class with Telly Leung
https://www.tellyleung.com/bio

May 5, 2025
Virtual Master Class with Adam Kantor

MAY 14-16, 2025
Encore Ensemble (Community and Alumni
Performance) and Lead Nominee Closing Number
Rehearsals

MAY 17, 2025
Spotlight Awards Ceremony — 7:00-10:00 PM




